1771: #TAT. 62.] - Mr [William] Strahan, the printer, who
had been long in intimacy with Johnson, in the course of his
literary labours, who was at once his friendly agent in receiv-
ing his pension for him, and his banker in supplying him with
money when he wanted it; who was himself now a Member
of Parliament, and who loved much to be employed in poli-
tical negotiation; thought he should do eminent service both
to government and Johnson, if he could be the means of his
getting a seat in the House of Commons. With this view, he
wrote a letter to one of the Secretaries of the Treasury,
'SiR, - You will easily recollect, when I had the honour
of waiting upon you some time ago, I took the liberty to ob-
serve to you, that Dr Johnson would make an excellent figure
in the House of Commons, and heartily wished he had a seat
there. My reasons are briefly these:
'He possesses a great share of manly, nervous, and ready
eloquence; is quick in discerning the strength and weakness
of an argument; can express himself with clearness and pre-
cision, and fears the face of no man alive.
'His known character, as a man of extraordinary sense and
unimpeached virtue, would secure him the attention of the
House, and could not fail to give him a proper weight there.
'He is capable of the greatest application, and can under-
go any degree of Iabour3 where he sees it necessary, and
where his heart and affections are strongly engaged. Nor is
any thing to be apprehended from the supposed impetuosity
of his temper. To the friends of the King you will find him
a lamb, to his enemies a lion.
Tor these reasons, I humbly apprehend that he would be
a very able and useful member/
This recommendation, we know, was not effectual; but
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